JULY 11, 2021

From Pastor Perkins
THE TRAGEDY OF LOST OPPORTUNITY
The prophet Jeremiah lamented that the people of Judah did not take seriously the demands
of God upon their lives. In a time when they practiced their religious rituals with regularity,
Jeremiah could see that underneath their spirituality had actually eroded. They were practicing
religion, but they were not truly cultivating a relationship with God. For them, serving God
and practicing their ritual were one and the same. In reality, they are not the same. Ritual is
one thing. Building a close personal intimate relationship with God is another.
When we live our lives out of a relationship with God, our priorities are different. We are
eager to share our faith with others. We endeavor to live a life of sensitivity to the will of God
and to practice moral integrity.
Getting people to see this difference has always been a problem for prophets and religious leaders. Through the
prophet Amos, God said to His people: “I hate and despise your feasts.” God could see that all they were doing
was going through the motions. Their ritual was meaningless and empty because their hearts were not attuned to
the Spirit and will of God.
Likewise in these days which outwardly seem to be religious, we must be careful to not become so fixated on
our ritual and past practices that we lose the Spirit of God in our hearts and in our worship. Every day is an
opportunity to grow close to God; to gain a clearer understanding of His will for our lives; and to practice His love
and compassion towards others. But if we are not careful, we will miss our opportunity to manifest His presence
in our lives because we’re so concerned about doing what we want rather than the will of God.
Jeremiah laments the lost opportunity of Judah when he said: “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we
are not saved” (Jeremiah 20:8). Business as usual caused them and us to miss the move of God. There has to be
a time out from business as usual so we can take the time to repent and bow before God to seek His will. In the
words of an old hymn, our prayer should be: Thy way O Lord, not mine. Thy will be done, not mine. Incline my
heart to say each day, thy way O Lord, not mine.”
Unless we repent and seek God’s face, we’re just going through the motions. What a tragedy! God honors those
who seek Him. He gives strength to the faint. And to those who are weary, He gives refreshment. “Seek the Lord
while He may be found. Call upon Him while He is near.” Don’t let this harvest pass!
Be Blessed!

Follow me on twitter @DrJCPerkins
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Sunday Study Hour
8:45 am - 9:45 am
w/ Rev. Dr. Cynthia Miller
Call the church office & leave email address or cell number
Experiencing God w/ Janice King - meet.google.com/pev-vuzc-gld
MARCH - MAY
FOCUS: Prophets Faithful to God’s Covenant; Studies in the Old Testament

SUMMER CAMP
July 12th – August 16th
8am-6pm

(early drop off available at 7:30 am)

Ages 5-13

9 am - 10 am
w/ Rev. LeRoy Heard - Zoom ID: 207 009 4492 Password: 8vR6ED
w/ Sharon Smith - Dial: 866-226-3606 Code: 5243725#
w/ Deacon Jeanette Stewart - Dial: 605-475-4858 Code: 896661

Breakfast and Lunch provided
Sports • Academics • Leadership Training

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
w/ Penny Covington & Gytina Roy - Dial: 425-436-6341 ID: 7447507

Wednesday Noon Study Hour
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

Free to
Detroit City
Residents

Located at the Greater
Christ Activity Center

Sponsored by the City of Detroit and run by the YMCA

w/ Rev. Dr. Cynthia Miller - Dial: 774-220-4000 ID: 721 9004

GCBC Prayer Call
Wednesdays,
7:00 am - 7:10 am
Dial: (701) 801-1211
Access Code: 954-484-868

24/7 prayer
WE’RE HERE FOR YOU

313.924.9599

Therefore I tell you, whatever you
ask for in prayer, believe that you
have received it, and it will be
yours.
- Mark 11:24

OUTDOOR WORSHIP
SERV ICE

SUNDAY, JULY 18TH @ 10 AM
GCBC Parking Lot
Tune in to 106.3 FM on your radio

Free Computer Coding
Classes
Beginning July 2021
Ages 7-17
Call (313) 924-6900 or
email: greaterchrist@ameritech.net
to register!

6TO GIVE

CALL FOR PICK UP BY A DEACON
MAIL TO THE CHURCH
IN PERSON @ CHURCH OFFICE

WAYS

ONLINE @ www.greaterchristchurch.org

to Greater Christ Baptist Church

THROUGH the

app

TEXT-TO-GIVE
TEXT “GCBCGive” to 54244

CITY OF DETROIT
COVID-19 VACCINES

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Ages 12 and older are eligible to receive COVID-19
vaccinations free of charge. Vaccinations are
available at a number of locations across the City of
Detroit, and at the TCF Center. You may schedule
an appointment by calling: (313) 230-0505

GET YOUR COVID VACCINE
Your life and that of
your family, friends, and
community depend on it!

